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The movie classic All About Eve expressed it correctly, "Fasten your seat belts, it's gonna be 
a bumpy ride." When it comes to analyzing DNA results, it can indeed get bumpy. 


First, let me thank all those who have so generously tested DNA and/or shared their results with 
me. Everyone inherits a mix of DNA from their ancestors; everyone inherits a different mix — 
this includes siblings. One sibling may inherit a DNA sequence from a 4" cousin that their 
sibling misses altogether. This is why it is so critical when more than one person tests. 


I continue pursuing three objectives: 


1. 


2. 
3, 


To link what has historically been referred to as the Dozen S families. These surnames 
include Shinabarger, Shinaberry, Shinabery, Shanabarger and perhaps a few more. 

To determine the patriarch/patriarchs who immigrated to United States. 

To find the surname of the 4X great grandmother of my Shinabarger family — the wife of 
John Shinabarger 1764. (As has been proven, this is not Mehetable.) 


Here is a summary of current findings and conclusions: 


A. 


1) 


Y DNA testing has proven that Shinabarger — Shinaberry — Shinabery - Shanabarger 
share a common ancestor. 
a. Currently, I am not able to determine who he is or the exact generation. 
b. Currently, the Kunkle Shinabarger family of George Peter Shinabarger 1794 does 
not share an ancestor with us. I am testing one additional member of that family 
before eliminating them from our mix. 
c. The Balthasar Schonberger/Shenberger family does not share an ancestor with us. 


AUTOSOMAL DNA shows shared connections within the Shinabarger — Shinaberry — 
Shinabery — Shanabarger families. What I refer to as crossover matches are being 
discovered. Crossover is when a Shinabarger matches a descendant of a Shinaberry 
and/or vice versa. 

Autosomal tests, atDNA, tests both sexes for paternal and maternal ancestors to 
disclose shared distant cousins within 500 years or so. Our documented research goes 
back about 300 years. 

Testing a descendant of each child of John 1764 tells a different story for the 
maternal side of each union. For example, Jacob’s descendants will match Heller; 
Susanna’s descendants reflect surnames Blue; John Jr. matches Blachly; James matches 
Murdock; Mary matches Deal; Joseph matches Parr; Nancy will match Treace; and 
Rebecca will match Paxton. It is expected that descendants of Jacob will match many 
Hellers but not a Murdock or Parr, etc. 


When testing descendants of Jacob Shinabarger, scores of matches indicate their lineage 
traces back to John Shinabarger 1764 and his wife, Hannah Heller. The same occurs for 
descendants of John H tracing back to Blachly, Joseph’s descendants matching with the 
Parr surname, James’ descendants matching Murdocks, Rebecca to the Paxtons. 


a. Jacob Shinabarger’s descendants are matching scores of Heller descendants. I 
match at least 48, my 1C Keith Shinbarger matches over 65. 

b. John H’s descendants match over 64 Blachly and Van Syckel. 

c. Joseph’s descendants share at least a few with Parr. 

d. James Sherman’s descendants have contributed valuable information. Earlier it 
was proven that John 1764’s wife, Mehetable, was a second marriage. Her maiden 
name was Crofoot; she married Daniel Murdock about 1800. After his death in 
1819, she married our John Shinabarger. Because John’s son James married 
Elizabeth Murdock, her daughter, testing has shown that descendants of James 
Shinabarger are matching atDNA with Murdocks. James’ descendants are the 
ONLY matches with Murdocks; Mehetable Murdock is not shared with any of the 
other sons and daughters of John 1764. 

e. Such matches confirm our research is accurate. For example, Ethan Shinabarger, 
descended from Jacob, not only has 14 matches with his 4x great grandmother 
Hannah Heller but 16 with Bailey, his 3x great grandmother. 

f. No direct descendant of John’s daughters Susanna/Blue, Mary Catherine/Deal, 
Nancy/Treace, or Rebecca/Paxton have tested. I am hoping to locate someone 
who will be willing to share their results. No male descendant of Joseph has tested 
Y-DNA. However, there are crossover matches being made with these families by 
other cousins. 

i. There have been no matches made with any descendant of Nancy 
Shinabarger who married Michael Treace and died in California. Because 
Nancy died by 1865, I am aware of only two offspring which could 
indicate the line died out. 

ii. Two matches were made, by descendants of Joseph, with Mary Catherine 
Shinabarger who married Frederick Deal in 1824. These two, 2"4 cousins 
to each other, are the only matches I have seen with the Deal family. 

g. In spite of these matches, no surname stands out for our 4x great grandmother 
Shinabarger. 


2) Important and fascinating matches are being made through atDNA with descendants of 
the families of Shinaberry, Shinabery, and Shanabarger. It has long been surmised that 
we all share a common ancestor — find one patriarch and we may find the patriarch for 
all. Because of a lack of travel, shared ethnicities, common churches and occupations, 
men and women did not go far in search of a spouse. Brothers and sisters married 
brothers and sisters from nearby families. Testing and examining DNA results of 
numerous descendants have led to a broadened understanding and hints to our origins. 


a. As stated above, the Shinaberry and Shinabery families who settled in Virginia 
and West Virginia definitely share a common ancestor with the Shinabarger and 
Shanabarger who moved to Ohio. Y-DNA is clear about this. I currently surmise 
that the Shanabarger male is a generation or two earlier than the other men. The 
original surname and or spelling morphed for any number of reasons. 

My current conjecture is that Catherine Shinaberry 1763 is a sibling of Jacob 
Shinabery 1760/Margaret Life, Michael Shinaberry 1773/Catherine Barnes, and 
John Shinabarger 1764. Quite possibly their parents were John Shinaberry ca 
1735/Mary Lyndon. 

One more generation back may be Jacob Shoenberger about 1710-1777 
Maryland and Anna Margareta Roller b. abt 1713. This conjecture is based upon 


Y-DNA findings. Because Y links to Shanabarger seem slightly more distant, my 
conjecture is Michael Shanabarger 1745 and John Shinaberry/Lyndon (above) are 
offspring of this Jacob and Anna. A possible third son, name unknown, may be 
responsible for the lines of William and Samuel James with alternating surnames 
of Shinabarger and Shanabarger. 


. Very important matches are being made with descendants of Catherine Susanna 
Shinaberry b. 1763 in Augusta County, Virginia. Catherine married James 
Trimble in 1784, possibly in Maryland. 


The numerous matches with Catherine Shinaberry Trimble are important for the 
Shinabarger line. Several Shinabarger descendants are making atDNA matches 
through at least three of Catherine’s daughters (who married Samples, Jones, 
Benson). These matches point toward two possible conclusions: Catherine 
Shinaberry is the sister of John Shinabarger 1764; and/or Trimble could be the 
surname of the woman that John 1764 married. As so often happened, sisters and 
brothers married sisters and brothers of another family. And the Trimble family 
was no exception. Catherine married into an established and well-known Virginia 
family (Keep in mind this area changed names and counties but the area remained 
the same and was based around the Highland/Pocahontas counties of Virginia and 
West Virginia.) 


There are many atDNA matches with descendants of Michael Shinaberry 
1773/Barnes. I discussed my “guess” about Michael above in 2a. We 
Shinabargers have at least 30 matches with the descendants of this couple. Also, a 
direct descendant of Shinaberry/Barnes, Sue, shares DNA with 7 of these same 
Shinaberry/Barnes people as we do. Creating what I call crossover matching, Sue 
also matches at least 11 descendants of John Shinabarger 1764. The most recent 
common ancestor for us would have to be the Shinaberry/Lyndon couple. 


Two descendants of the Shinaberry/Life line, Ken and Pennie, have generously 
shared their DNA results with me. There are many shared matches between 
Shinabargers and one descendant of Jacob Shinaberry/Life (Ken), including a 
match with me. It is only at 8cM but this amount would generally be in line with 
6C. One cannot absolutely rule out a marriage creating these results (Peck and 
Buzzard are the most obvious surnames). Neither Ken nor Pennie share any 
matches with Shinaberry/Trimble that I know of. 


The descendant of Michael Shinaberry/Barnes also makes 5 matches with 
descendants of Shinaberry/Life; a marriage could be the cause. Conversely, the 2 
descendants of Shinaberry/Life have made no DNA matches with 
Shinaberry/Barnes. 


The random character of DNA inheritance plays a large part in who we match, 
especially after a few generations. Families often intermarried, and 1‘ and 2"4 
cousins did marry, but when numerous crossover matches occur among several 
cousins, the chances are good a relationship is indicated. 


e. There are infrequent matches made that would trace back to 
Shoenberger1710/Roller and Michael Shanabarger 1745 and Shanabarger 1750; 
this is the furthest back that research currently goes. One expects the 
Shanabargers (Paul and Sean) to match with this line; my 1*' cousin and I 
currently make a match with someone in the line. Two Shinaberrys make a few 
matches. Once these additional test results are analyzed, more can be determined. 
Currently, it is the YDNA that rules. 


f. Shambarger, Shellenbarger and a couple Sullenbergers, have popped up. I hate to 
think of another S man brought into the mix but these surnames are in the same 
area. It is unknown if we share a male ancestor or are connected by marriages, I 
suspect by marriage. 


g. Solo matches, especially in low cM amounts, reflecting distant 5"-8" cousins, 
may mean little. It is when the numbers mount and matches cross over between 
families that one can begin to see connections and possibilities. 


Then there are the odd and fun matches. Marriages made for strange bedfellows, so to 
speak. 


There are 2 matches that go back to John Parr 1775. Tracing the documentation, I 
was able to link John’s daughters to important marriages. One daughter Mary 
married Joseph Shinabarger. John Parr’s other daughter Lovinor 1805 md a 
Bryarly and their daughter Nancy md my 2x great granduncle Jerome Carter. (my 
grandfather was a Carter). Also, Lovinor’s son Robert had a daughter, Maggie 
May in 1876, who md Edward Hill who is the brother to Schuyler Colfax Hill 
who married Lillian Belle Shinabarger who is my great GrandAunt. It becomes a 
“rabbit hole” of links. 


Then there are my two Shinabarger cousins (4-5 cousins) who match a 
Bunyard. This amuses me because I don’t match Bunyards. Of course, this link 
occurs because one of their cousins married a Bunyard in the past. There is a 
Shinaberry who also matches a Bunyard. What this does point out is that 150 
years ago, it was a less traveled country and towns were small and families knew 
each other. There is a good chance that if families farmed the same area and went 
to the same church, there would be marriages. As I follow research, I am 
continually amazed to find unknown cousins were living just a few blocks from 
me. It won’t surprise me when I discover I am related to someone I know. 


And as I research, I discover an ancestor who was assistant to George 
Washington, elected Senator, established successful businesses, built railroads, 
became Generals and numerous DAR, GAR, and honored soldiers. It is all 
fascinating history. 


There are several atDNA tests awaiting processing. Each will assist in telling this overall story. 


How are we related? It is clear the Shinabarger, Shinaberry, Shinabery, Shanabarger and perhaps 
a few more S surnames are linked to a common male ancestor. It appears most likely our first 
American origins follow a path from the ship docking in Philadelphia, treks to areas around 
Maryland then down to the fledgling counties of Virginia/West Virginia. From there, our 
ancestors migrated west to Ohio and beyond. 


Of note: 


e Jerry Lynn matches over 58 times with a Paxton. There is no doubt that a DNA link 
exists, yet she is descended from Joseph Shinabarger/Mary Parr. Her matches come from 
Paxton because Hugh, the brother of William Paxton who married Rebecca Shinabarger, 
married a daughter of John Parr and the sister of Nancy. Therefore, Jerry’s matches allow 
not only the discovery of Parr family but Paxton ancestors, also. 

e [mentioned the matches with Shinaberry/Life. Tarvis, Keith and I are descended from 
Jacob Shinabarger/Heller. We all match descendants Shinaberry/Life. Direct descendants 
KenMoore and Pennie match some of these same people. I match Ken. 

e Ken’s matches are very interesting. He matches 2 descendants of Susannah/Blue by as 
much as 20cM. He matches a John/Blachly descendant by 15cM and a Rebecca/Paxton 
by 24 cM. These are high numbers and taken together telling of a relationship between 
Shinaberry/Shinabarger. 

e The same goes for Sue who is descended from Shinaberry/Barnes. She matches 11 
Shinabarger descendants of Jacob, Susannah, John, Rebecca and James. 

e Cousins Jerry and Jan, descended from Joseph Shinabarger/Parr, both match a descendant 
of Catherine Shinabarger/FrederickDeal. A separate 4C1R matches both mother and 
daughter descended from a daughter of Catherine Shinabarger Deal. These are the only 
connections to this line known at this time. 

e Ethan, descended from Shinabarger/Heller made 4 matches with Shinaberry/Trimble. 
They all come in through the marriage of their daughter to a Benson. I suspect these 
matches may be linked to the Benson. He also makes 3 matches that go back to the 
Shinaberry/Life family. 


I could continue on and on but that always means I never get a summary done. Enough to say the 
DNA results are proving the S families indeed are linked. More is being discovered each day. 
Perhaps one day we will have the answers to who our patriarch is and who is the mother to the 
sons of John Shinabarger 1764. 


Any questions are welcome. I am always open for further testing in Ancestry and certainly for Y- 
DNA male Shinabargers in helping to fill the gaps in our knowledge. 


Respectfully, 
Pat 


Further research can be found on my web pages: http://patbunyard.org/ 
Mar 2023 


